Alabaster Boxs
Am I a True Worshipper?

John 4:19 The woman saith unto him, Sir, I perceive that thou art a prophet. Our fathers worshipped in this mountain; and ye say, that in Jerusalem is the place where men ought to worship. Jesus saith unto her, Woman, believe me, the hour cometh, when ye shall neither in this mountain, nor yet at Jerusalem, worship the Father. Ye worship ye know not what: we know what we worship: for salvation is of the Jews. But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him. God [is] a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship [him] in spirit and in truth.

Luke 7:37 And, behold, a woman in the city, which was a sinner, when she knew that [Jesus] sat at meat in the Pharisee's house, brought an alabaster box of ointment, And stood at his feet behind [him] weeping, and began to wash his feet with tears, and did wipe [them] with the hairs of her head, and kissed his feet, and anointed [them] with the ointment. Now when the Pharisee which had bidden him saw [it], he spake within himself, saying, This man, if he were a prophet, would have known who and what manner of woman [this is] that toucheth him: for she is a sinner.

Mark 14:3 And being in Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, as he sat at meat, there came a woman having an alabaster box of ointment of spikenard very precious; and she brake the box, and poured [it] on his head.

· The reason why Mary broke the box is it symbolizes her life. 
· The body has to be broken, before God can use what’s inside for His Purpose.
·  The ointment represents her spirit and the box represents her flesh. Like her, when we truly come to Jesus, we must allow our flesh to be broken so we can worship God in the Spirit. Jesus gave us this example, “And when he had given thanks, he brake [it], and said, Take, eat: this is my body, which is broken for you: this do in remembrance of me.” 1 Corinthians 11:24 Jesus’ body had to be broken to get to the precious thing, THE BLOOD. There was no other way to get the BLOOD out. That’s process we must go through in order for God to truly use us.
Mary’s actions was an act of worship. You can’t truly worship God until your flesh is broken and you worship Him in truth. 
John 4:24 “God [is] a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship [him] in spirit and in truth.” 

Romans 8:15 For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God:
When we gather together in worship to be met by God the Almighty. God, the Creator of the universe, the One who sustains our lives, our Redeemer and King, is present through proclamation and remembrance. He wants to communicate to us, to penetrate our inner self, to take up residence within us
Worship at its essence is the response of a heart that is earnestly, striving, and crying out after the heart of God! Worship flows out of the deep, wrenching, hunger and thirst desire to know God and not only to know Him but to dwell in Him – to dwell in His presence!

This was nothing new – David wrote in Psalm 51:16-17,
Psalm 51:16-17 (NIV)
16 You do not delight in sacrifice, or I would bring it; you do not take pleasure in burnt offerings. 17 The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.

God responds to worshippers who worship him with hearts that are truthful and spirits that are broken and longing for His presence! This determines worship! The act of worship will flow naturally out of the heartfelt, spiritual desire to KNOW GOD and dwell in his presence. 
When people determine worship by place and posture you get what God describes to Isaiah: Isaiah 29:13-16 (NIV)13 The Lord says: "These people come near to me with their mouth and honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me. Their worship of me is made up only of rules taught by men.

How much of our worship is made up of "rules taught by men"? That is, we follow what others do, we subscribe to traditions and the accepted and proper ways of worship, we order our services to perfection so as to make sure we’re "pleasing God"?

It is important that we have the attitude of reverence for God in our hearts when we worship Him! Are you seeking to honor God in your worship? Or are you striving to bring honor to men, to yourself, or to another, or to the service itself? When you come to church is it more important to you for you to say "Oh, that was good. I enjoyed that" or for God to say, "Oh that was good. I enjoyed that?"

WORSHIP IS DETERMINED BY THE LONGING OF OUR SPIRIT
True worshippers long for God – it is an intense, hunger and thirsting to be in the presence of God. 

Psalm 63:1-2 (NIV)
1 O God, you are my God, earnestly I seek you; my soul thirsts for you, my body longs for you, in a dry and weary land where there is no water. 2 I have seen you in the sanctuary and beheld your power and your glory.

Psalm 84:1-4 (NIV)
1 How lovely is your dwelling place, O LORD Almighty! 2 My soul yearns, even faints, for the courts of the LORD; my heart and my flesh cry out for the living God. 3 Even the sparrow has found a home, and the swallow a nest for herself, where she may have her young-- a place near your altar, O LORD Almighty, my King and my God. 4 Blessed are those who dwell in your house; they are ever praising you. Selah

I seek the giver not the gifts,
My heart’s desire, is to lift you up, High above all earthly kings,
To bring you pleasure Lord. ("I Bow My Knee Before your Throne", Deuschle ©1990, Integrity’s Hosanna! Music)You’re concerned more with ministry to God rather than ministry from God.

