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Preface

When a person becomes a Christian, they become a son or daughter of God. God becomes our Father and our Father desires to have a relationship with His children. This is not just a casual meeting once or twice a week when we come to His house (Church), but a real, close and deep relationship, where we communicate with Him everyday. 

Communication is a two way street. Most Christians do pray and talk to God, but never allow God to talk to them. Good communication is when both parties talk and listen. Talking is telling the other party what you think, how you feel about the matter and what you desire to have happen; you express your will and plans. Listening is when you hear the other party’s view point, what they think and how they feel about the matter. You listen to their desire, will and plans by putting yourself in their shoes to understand their position

We, as the children of God, go to Him with our problems, concerns and issues. God, as a good Father, listens to what we have to say. We have His undivided attention. 
He bows down an ear to hear us. After He listens, He speaks. We should also listen when He speaks.

Our Father really knows what’s best for us. 

“For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith the LORD, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you an expected end.” Jeremiah 29:11
When He speaks, He will lead us and guide us in the way we should go. He is the Alpha and Omega, the Beginning and the end.

That’s what devotion is all about. It is about talking and listening to God for instruction, direction and insight.

Introduction

Devotion is a very important part of a believer’s life. It is the quiet alone time that we spend with God. It is the way we talk to God and how He talks to us. It is also the way we follow Him and receive the power to do His will. God loves to spend personal time with us. He did with Adam in the beginning until sin separated them. Sin still separates us from God today. 

 “Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.” Matthew 7:21-23  

You have to know Him for yourself. Knowing about God and knowing God are two different things. Knowing God is spending quality time with Him. The special relationships in your life are special because of the time you have spent talking and listening. Jesus wants a special relationship with us!

When Jesus said I never knew you, it carries the same meaning as when the Bible says that Adam knew Eve. It carries the meaning of intimacy. Intimacy is what God longs to have with all of His children. You can’t become intimate with Him in a room full of people. Just like a man doesn’t become intimate with his wife in public. Intimacy takes place in private. 

But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father which is in secret; and thy Father which seeth in secret shall reward thee openly.  Matthew 6:6
Devotion gives you instruction and direction for your life. It is where you recieve His plan and purpose. You get His word for healing, comfort, peace, love and correction. It prepares you for what’s ahead in your life. Heals you from your past and keeps you in faith for the present. It equips you for ministry, builds you up to fight the good fight of faith and refreshes you. 

Devotion is a daily time set aside to be alone with God to get to know Him, to receive instructions from Him through worship, prayer, reading His Word and meditation. Your alone time  with God should be the top priority in your schedule.  

I. Reasons for devotion.

1. To have fellowship with God.  

· God created us to have fellowship with Him. 

And they heard the voice of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day: and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God amongst the trees of the garden. And the LORD God called unto Adam, and said unto him, Where [art] thou?  Genesis 3:8-9 

We are the only part of creation having the privilege to fellowship and communication with the creator.  No other part of creation has this privilege.  It is what we were created for. God's desire is to have fellowship and communion with us as human beings.

· Mankind lost this privilege when Adam fell in the Garden of Eden.  
And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat: 
But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die. Genesis 2:16-17 

This death was not a physical death but a spiritual one. The connection God had with Adam, the walks in the cool of the day, would die. Adam lost fellowship with his Creator. Since Adam was the first, this death passed upon all that was born after him.  

Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned: Roman 5:12
2. Jesus died to restore our relationship with God.

· When Adam and Eve sinned, the fellowship that God created us for was broken.  
It took God sending His Son, Jesus, to Earth to restore that fellowship.  

And all things [are] of God, who hath reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ, and hath given to us the ministry of reconciliation; 
To wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them; and hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation. 2 Corinthians 5:18-19
· Because of Jesus’ death on the cross, we now have access to God. 

Jesus, when he had cried again with a loud voice, yielded up the ghost. And, behold, the veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top to the bottom; and the earth did quake, and the rocks rent; Matthew 27:50-51 

The veil in the temple is what separated the people from the presence of God, because of our sinful state we could not be in His presence. Before Jesus Christ’s death, only the high priest could go behind the veil to offer sacrifices for the people. The blood of Jesus cleansed us from our sins, so that we now can be in His presence and have fellowship with Him. Jesus died to restore our felowship after it was broken by sin.  

3.  You cannot be all God desires you to be with-out devotion.

· With out devotion, you're missing out on the privilege that you're created for.  

You would be rejecting the very thing that Jesus died to make possible. If you want to have a deeper relationship with God and live a victorious Christian life, you must have daily devotion with God. 

II.
Hindrances to Devotion

This is the battle of the flesh; your flesh is not saved. It does not like to do anything spiritual. Your flesh doesn’t like to fellowship with God, for God is spirit.
For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would.  Galatians 5:17 
1.
DISCIPLINE

The first hindrance you will face in doing devotion is discipline. The devil will always exaggerate how tired and busy you are. 
When the devil and your flesh team up together, you've got a potent combo that will try to keep you from spending personal time with God. The devil knows the more you spend this time with God, the more he will be defeated and loose control over your life.

· Your first desire should be wanting to meet with God.  Next, setting aside the time, and finally, having the determination and discipline to follow through.                                                                                         

2.
DISTRACTIONS
Be aware of devotion robbers.  Be alert to things that are going to keep you from having this time with God.  The devil will try to use anything he can to get keep you from doing your devotion.  He will give you reasons not to do it. Jesus said to go into your closet and shut the door. 
Let everyone know when your devotion time is God’s time; your appointment with God and it is not to be disturbed. 

3.
DRYNESS
      Sometimes you're going to feel like you're not getting any   
thing out of your devotion.  Never 
judge your devotion by your feelings.  Don't depend on your emotions. Emotions come and go. 

· Possible causes for spiritual dryness.

1)
Sin in your life.  Sin still separates us from God and strains our relationship. Everyday,  ask God to forgive you for every sin you have committed. 
If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us [our] sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 1 John 1:9

2)  Disobedience to God.    God is not going to show you something new until you've acted on what He's already   
  
     shown you.  He is not going to give you fresh insight when you haven't practiced what He has already told you.  

      But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves. James 1:22
4.
DILIGENCE

Your greatest hindrance will be your struggle to stay consistent.  I've been a Christian now for 15 years. I'm a

    pastor in full time ministry, yet I find that Satan fights nothing harder than my own personal time with God. He 

    knows that this is where  the power is.

· Some suggestions that will help you with the hindrances of diligence:

1) Set aside time. Make a covenant or vow to God that you're going to spend at least fifteen minutes a day with Him.

2)  Schedule it on your calendar. The first thing on my schedule is time with God, every day. Put it on the 

     calendar and on your daily to do list. It truly is the most important appointment of your day!

    3) Be prepared for Satan's excuses.    Satan knows that if 
he can keep you out of the Word, he has you defeated.  Dropping your devotion is usually one of the first steps into backsliding. He's going to give you all kinds of excuses.  Realize that the  moment you open your eyes, Satan is scheming to keep you out of the Word.  He'll think of anything and everything to keep you out of having devotion.  Be prepared and realize there will be a battle ahead.

·
What if I miss a Day? 

   1)
Don't get on a guilt trip. You're going to miss every now and then.  

   2)
Don't get legalistic.  Just because you've missed a devotion doesn't mean your whole day has to flop.  You live by grace. Confess it and go on living.

3) Don't give up.  Have you ever missed a meal? What did

 you do afterwards?  Say, "Oh, poor me!  I'm just not going to eat anymore!  I'm just not going to try to do it."  No.  When you miss a meal, you just eat the next time.  When you miss your time with God, don't be blown away by it.  Say, "OK, I missed it.  Tomorrow I'll get back on track and spend time with Him."  
It takes three weeks for you to become familiar with a new task.  Then it takes another three weeks for you to make it a comfortable habit.  Many people have not made it past the six week barrier of having devotion every day.  So spending time with God didn’t become an habit or something they miss.

III.
 HOW TO BEGIN DEVOTION?
1. SELECT A SPECIFIC TIME.

Early morning the best time to have a daily time with God (If you schedule does not permit this, the next best time is before going to bed).

Early morning devotion demonstrates that meeting with God is your first priority. Many Bible characters and every great saint in the Bible -- rose early to meet with God.  Such as Abraham, Jacob, Moses, Hannah, Job, Hezekiah, David and Jesus .You give Him the first part of your day.  You say, "This is the first part of the day.  You're first in my life.” 

What ever time you choose, be consistent.  God wants to meet with you daily. You need to be consistent. Have you ever been stood up on a date?  It's not a pleasant experience.  God does not like to be stood up either. Make a date with God and then keep it on a regular basis.  

How long should devotion be?  

1)
Start with 15 minutes a day. Anyone can give 15 minutes a day. As long as you follow the principles of devotion outlined in this book, you will receive the benefits of your time with God. Quantity is not as important as quality. Start with 15 minutes and then let it grow.    

2.
CHOOSE A SPECIAL PLACE


"Jesus left the city and went, as he usually did, to the Mount  

     of Olives to pray."  Luke 22:39
    There's only one important factor that you need here. Solitude. You need to find a place where you can be alone. 

    This may take some creativity given your lifestyle.


Find a place.  Maybe your study, bedroom, bedroom closet, kitchen table or a certain place outside. It will become special

     the more you spend time there.  

3.  GATHER THE RESOURCES 
You will need a Bible with readable print, a notebook to write down your prayer requests and the scriptures and a songbook or music cd with your favorite worship songs. 

4.  BEGIN WITH THE RIGHT ATTITUDE.  

· There are three things you need to have.

1) Reverence.

"Be still, and know that I am God."  Psalms 46:10 

     You need reverence for the Lord. You don't want to rush into God's presence.  You need to prepare your heart.
2)
Expectancy.  

     "Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things   out of thy law."  Psalms 119: 18 

When you come to your devotion, say, "Lord, I expect You to talk to me today.  I expect to meet with You.  I expect you to say something to me through Your word."  

3) Willingness to obey.  

"Whoever is willing to do what God wants will know  whether it's true or not."   John 7:17  

Be willing in advance.  "Lord, before I even open this book, the Bible, I want You to know that I'm willing in advance to do what You want me to do.  I'm saying `Yes' in advance."

    5.  FOLLOW THE PRINCIPLES OF DEVOTION.
This book is written to teach you the believer, the principles and steps you need in developing a daily time with God, so you won’t hear those words, “I never knew you: depart from me,”. These steps are:

1)
Worship - Prepare your heart.  

2)
Pray - Talk to God. Ask Him to give you your word you need for the day.


3)   Read -  Open your Bible and begin to read where the 

           Holy Spirit leads you.


4)  Meditate - Meditate on the scripture, read it at least 3

        times slowly.  Listen to God talk to you.

Chapter 1

“Worship”

The first step in devotion is Worship. Everyone worships something, because God created us to be worshippers. Whether it’s an object, or a person, or even an idea. We are worshippers: it’s hard-wired into us, it’s part of what it means to be a human being. If we refuse to worship God, we will be driven to find something else to worship. It’s not a matter of whether we will worship, but what we will worship. In this chapter, we are going to look at what is true worship and how it applies to our devotion.

What is Worship?

Webster’s dictionary defines worship as, “to honor or reverence as a divine being or supernatural power” or “to regard with great or extravagant respect, honor, or devotion”  Worship is focusing your mind on God, lifting your heart to Him and giving Him reverence by bowing, lifting of hands or laying prostrate before Him. 

Worship is giving ultimate worth to something. It is valuing one thing above all else. It’s literally "worth-ship". When we worship God, we are proclaiming that He is worth more than anything: His value more than that of gold, or silver, or jewels, or houses, or land. We are recognizing that His power exceeds that of every king, President, or dictator in history. The glory of his holiness outshines the billions of suns in every galaxy. When we worship God, we are saying that nothing compares to Him. He is above and greater than all, Everything in creation pales to be insignificant next to the sovereign Lord. Listen to what the Scriptures tell us: 


 Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created. Revelation  4:11

When you are really troubled or distracted,  you may have to extend your worship.  Keep singing until your heart and mind are focused on Him. 

Sing unto him, sing psalms unto him, talk ye of all his wondrous works. 1 Chronicles 16:9
Sing unto the LORD, all the earth; shew forth from day to day his salvation. 1 Chronicles 16:33
Sing unto the LORD, O ye saints of his, and give thanks at the remembrance of his holiness Psalm 30:4.
Sing forth the honour of his name: make his praise glorious. Psalms 66:2  

All the earth shall worship thee, and shall sing unto thee; they shall sing [to] thy name. Selah. Psalms 66:4
If you don’t have a song or a music cd, you can say hallelujah or thank You Lord over and over again, while thinking about what He has already done.  You can start by thinking about how He woke you up this morning and how He gave us His Son Jesus. You can always find something to praise God for. Thanking God is worship. 

Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, [and] into his courts with praise: be thankful unto him, [and] bless his name. Psalms 100:4 

Thanksgiving and praise brings you before Him properly. When you magnify Him, every thing else becomes small. You can’t approach God any kind of way. Just as you can’t approach a natural king any kind of way. How much more does the King of kings deserve?

When you approach Him, you must reverence Him. In your devotion, take a moment to acknowledge Him. When Jesus taught the Lord’s prayer in Matthew chapter six, He said to say Our Father – acknowledging the one we are praying to. Which art in heaven – acknowledging His position. Hollowed be thy name – giving Him adoration and praise. We will cover more on this in the next chapter.

Ask God to forgive you for every sin you have committed, in word, thought or deed. Do this on a daily basis. The Bible tells us that,  

“For all have sinned and come short of the glory of God.”  Romans 3:23
In order for you to enter into His presence, you must be cleansed from sin. 

“If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us [our] sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 1 John 1:9
Sin separates us from God. If you want to get close to God you must be covered by the blood from your sins.  

But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin. 1 John 1:7
Worship brings you into His presence, past the gates, through the courts, so now you are at His feet. After you have approached Him properly, now you can talk to Him in prayer.

Chapter 2

“Prayer”
The next step in devotion is prayer. Prayer is the way we talk to God. There are many kinds and purposes of prayer. There’s the prayer of faith, of thanksgiving, of supplication and of intersession. We pray for problems, deliverance and even strength. The purpose of your prayer in devotion is communication . You talk to God about what’s going on in your life. You ask Him specific questions. James says you have not because you ask not. In devotion, you want answers, direction and instruction from God. After He gives you these things, you can than pray the prayer of faith (to believe it), the prayer of thanksgiving (to thank Him for it), and the prayer of confession (to agree with it).

Just talk to God. Tell Him what’s wrong or right, why you are angry, sad, confused, disappointed, happy, hurt or in need. Then ask the Holy Spirit to show you what the Father is saying to you. 

Most of our issues in life comes from the lack communication.  Poor communication with our spouses, children, friends, neighbors and co-workers leads to problems.  You can't understand a person unless you communicate with them.  

You can't understand God and His will for your life, unless you communicate with Him honestly. You may not be honest with anyone else, but you must be honest with God. Tell Him how you really feel, God can handle it!

Henceforth I call you not servants; for the servant knoweth not what his lord doeth: but I have called you friends; for all things that I have heard of my Father I have made known unto you. John 15:15 

Your close friends are close to you because you have spent time communicating to them about how you feel. You are honest and have trusted them with your secrets. Jesus wants to be your closest friend. He has told us every thing about Himself. We know His purpose, what He loves and hates, what makes Him happy and sad. Jesus considers you a friend,  He tells you all about Himself through the Word and He wants to hear the same thing from you because He considers you a friend. 

The reason you can ask anything in prayer is because we're His friends.  When we talk to Him honestly, telling Him what’s going on. He tells our Heavenly Father and the Holy Spirit will gives us the answer.

· Prayer is the way we communicate with God. It is the umbilical cord of the Christian life from where we draw our strength.

· Principles of Prayer  Matthew 6:6-11

1. , “Our Father which art in heaven,” Start with Acknowledging who you are praying to. We acknowledge God as Father, because we have received the Spirit of Adoption.

“For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father.” Romans 8:15

But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father which is in secret; and thy Father which seeth in secret shall reward thee openly. Matthew 6:6
2.
“Hallowed be thy name”.  Give Him praise for who He is. He is holy. Start adoring and blessing Him. You can say things like, “You are an awesome God, You are wonderful and all powerful, and all knowing God. There is no power greater than your power. You are mighty.” 

3.
“Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as [it is] in heaven.”

Pray for God’s will to be done in your life. Let Him know you yield to Him and His way. We express interest in God’s kingdom and what He wants done over our own.

“O my Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me: nevertheless not as I will, but as thou [wilt]. ” Matthew 26:39

4.
“Give us this day our daily bread.”

Ask God to feed you His word you need for the day.

“And Jesus answered him, saying, It is written, That man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word of God.”Luke 4:4
“Thy word [is] a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.” Psalms 119:105
5.
“And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.”

Un-forgiveness in your heart will hinder your relationship with God.

“For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you:  But if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.” Matthew 6:14-15

6.
“And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil:”

Ask God to help you when you are tempted and to show you a way out.

“There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God [is] faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear [it].” 1 Corinthians 10:13

7.
“For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.”

After you have prayed, give Him praise. Praise God knowing He is going to answer your prayer and thank Him ahead of time. Give Him all the praise, honor and glory for what He is going to do.

End your prayer in Jesus name. The authority of Jesus’ name give our prayers access to our Father.

And in that day ye shall ask me nothing. Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my name, he will give [it] you. John 16:23

The only way to get to the Father is through Jesus.

“Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me. “  John 14:6

Example of Devotional Prayers

Heavenly Father, I come to You in the name of Jesus. I enter into Your gates with praise and Your gates with thanksgiving. You are such a mighty and awesome God. There is no one like You. You are far above all nations and kingdoms. You, O God, are my Rock, my Deliverer, my strength, my peace, my Lord and my Savior. I love You with all my heart, mind and soul.

You know my mind and heart, You know everything that is going on in my life. I ask for Your help with my relationship with my daughter. Forgive me for what I have said and any part I played in our discord.  Help me to guard my mouth and not to act in anger. Show me what I am to do to get our relationship back on path. 

Holy Spirit, I ask You to show me what the Father is saying to me today.

In Jesus name I pray, AMEN!
Chapter 3

“Reading His Word”
This step is the key to understanding God's will. It is the key to difficult decisions and to having faith in a hopeless situation. This is how God speaks to us personally. In devotion, we speak to Him through prayer and He speaks to us through His Word. 

Thy word [is] a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path. Psalms 119:105 

God gives us our daily bread to show us the way according to His will. This is different from studying or reading a book. When you ask God to give your daily bread, it's the Holy Spirit's duty to take the Bible and make it apply to us personally. He makes it come alive. The job description of the Holy Spirit is to teach us and to remind us.  

" But the Comforter, [which is] the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you."  John 14:26
Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, [that] shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come. John 16:13 

In devotion, the Holy Spirit is to do three things for you:  teach you, remind you, and guide you.  It is the Holy Spirit's job to make the Scriptures apply to our lives personally. He takes the logos and turns it into rhema.  He changes it.  

Have you ever been in a church service where the preacher is speaking and all of a sudden you feel like he's speaking directly to you?  You feel like there's no one else is in the room.  You wonder, "How does he know?  How does he know I've got this problem?  How does he know that's exactly what I needed at that time?"  

When you read or someone speaks the Word to you, you get the logos and the Holy Spirit take it and give you rhema. In devotion, God takes a general word, the Bible, meant for everybody and make it specifically apply to you. The Holy Spirit takes the general word of God and makes it come alive.

“...for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, [that] shall he speak...” John 16:13b

The Holy Spirit will always agree with the Word of God.  God never contradicts what He's already said.  If instructions or directions do not line up with the Bible, you can be guaranteed it's not from God, no matter the source. That is why devotion is so important because God’s will is found in his Word. Whatever purpose He has for you, it is found in His Word.  

The Holy Spirit makes the Word alive. When you open your Bible and begin to read, you can trust the Holy Spirit to do His Job. He will make the Word alive to you. Yes, it’s that simple. After you have worshipped and prayed, then open you Bible and begin to read. 

Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths. Proverbs 3:5-6

Don’t try to understand it. Just trust it. Open your Bible and the Holy Spirit will guide you. Don’t try to figure it out. Just do it. Read until a scripture jumps out at you. You will know when it is your Word. The Holy Spirit will confirm it.

All of a sudden, God's word to everybody becomes very personal to you. One of the results of getting a personal rhema Word from God is that it builds tremendous faith in your life. Faith comes by hearing the rhema of God. Great faith comes from hearing God speak to you personally.  All of a sudden you receive confidence because you know God just spoke to you about your situation. Giving you instruction, direction and comfort. You know He is alive and is concerned about you.

Maybe you've read the verse a hundred times, but all of a sudden the verse just jumps out at you, and you think, "I've never seen that before!" You see a new way to apply it, and at the end of the day you will find out it was exactly what you needed for that day.  That's a rhema.  The Holy Spirit takes a general word to everybody and applied it to you in a personal and practical way. 

Chapter 4

“Meditation”
Meditation is focused thinking on God’s word so I can apply its truth to my life.

Definition. "To focus one’s thoughts, (ponder), to plan or project in the mind (intend), to engage in contemplation (reflect)" 

The word for meditation is also the word for rumination. Rumination is the process where a cow chews its cud, swallows it, regurgitates it, chews it again, swallows it again. He does this about 7 times. The reason the cow does that is to get every bit of nourishment that it can from that grass.  

We are to ponder and reflect on the Word of God. He gave us His Word to meditate on, so we can get everything He is saying.

“But his delight [is] in the law of the LORD; and in his law doth he meditate day and night”. Psalms 1:2

There are two types of meditation:

· Negative meditation is thinking over and over again about bad news. That’s call worry.  When you're worrying about something, what are you doing?  You're ruminating on it. You're thinking about problem over and over again.  

· Positive meditation is thinking over and over about the Word of God. When you meditate on Scripture, you’re thinking about the solution and God is able to renew our minds and replace those bad thoughts with good thoughts.  

“This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein: for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success”.
SIX WAYS TO MEDITATE ON A VERSE  

1. Write it!  In your devotional notebook, write down the scripture the Holy Spirit gives you. Writing it out on paper is like writing it on your heart. Write on a post it note pad or 5x7 index card, so you can review and memorize the key portion through your day.

2. Picture it!  Visualize the promise in your mind.  You have 
to see it. Believing is seeing it through the spirit. See your self healed, delivered and victorious.   

3. Pronounce it!  Say the verse out loud, each time emphasizing a different word. This will help you to increase your faith. “Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God.” Romans 10:13
4. Personalize it!  Replace the pronouns or people in the verse with your own name.  Stick your name in the promise.  Putting your name in a verse helps reassure you that "God's word is for me.  He really did intend this word for me.  This is a promise for me."

5. Rehearse it!  Say the verses at least three times. This will help you with scriptural memorization. Record it!  You memorize by saying it aloud.

“Only be thou strong and very courageous, that thou mayest observe to do according to all the law, which Moses my servant commanded thee: turn not from it [to] the right hand or [to] the left, that thou mayest prosper whithersoever thou goest.” Joshua 1:7

6. Apply it! Do what God is telling you to do. Your devotion can not benefit you if you are not willing and obedient.

If they obey and serve [him], they shall spend their days in prosperity, and their years in pleasures. Job 36:11
This is the end result of developing a habit of devotion, Prosperity and pleasure. This pleases the Father!

“Let the LORD be magnified, which hath pleasure in the  prosperity of his servant.” Psalms 35:27

24

